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URBED’s recent work 

City of Villages (GLA policy)

Tomorrow’s suburbs      
(GLA toolkit)

Neighbourhood revival 
(SEERA policy)

Spreading the Benefits of 
Town and City Centre 
Renewal (research for LGA)

Towards Sustainable 
Suburbs (Built Environment)

Making Connections 
between People and Places 
(research for JRF)
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London is a city of villages  

Car based lifestyles

Needs to conserve 
resources

Neglected centres

Declining social/ 
environmental capital 

A housing ladder with 
missing rungs 

European contrasts
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With some scope for intensification  
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The meaning of 
density  
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Density is relative

Mumbai, India
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Density offers benefits

New England Quarter, Brighton

Increasing value

Convenient shops and 
services

Safer streets

Design for living

Energy conservation

Mixed communities

‘Somewhere not 
anywhere'
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And potential costs

Beaufort Court, Fulham

Noise

Parking

Rubbish

Children

Different lifestyles
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Major barriers 
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We can learn from new Dutch 
suburbs

Almere New Town
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Almere New Town
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Almere New Town
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Underground waste disposal system in Ypenburg
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And from Freiburg in Southern 
Germany

Vauban, Freiburg
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Freiburg
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Connectivity (i.e. 
streets)
Conservation (i.e. 
sustainability)          
Character (i.e. sense of 
place) 
Choice and community 
(i.e. social capital)
Collaboration (i.e. 
governance)

London needs a charter for smarter 
suburbs

Towards a quality charter for growth in the 
Cambridge area study tour to Freiburg

The 5 C’s


