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Illustration of watergates
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5.3 Open Space Proposals

In which we describe the design of streets 
and spaces that have been incorporated 
into the masterplan to create a variety of 
experiences  

5.2.1 Main Street				         

Functions of Main Street:

unrestricted vehicular movement

bus route with stops

pedestrian and bicycle movement

active commercial frontage

pedestrian priority at access to side streets and 

podium parking

parking

•

•

•

•

•

•

20mph

asphalt, 7.8m wide

min 4m wide towards new develop-

ment, min 2.5m towards existing side

nom 75mm

chamfered kerb

tight

on street to narrow carriageway

on street

deciduous trees in footway

traditional, in gullies

in footway (bus stop, litter bins, etc)

column mounted luminaire

located in footway or roadway

Main Street Design Issues 

	design speed:

carriageway: 

footway:

kerb upstand:

crossover to  

development:

corner radii:

parking:

cycles:

planting:

drainage:

furniture:

lighting:

utilities:

Examples of the Main Street
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10mph

shared surface, 4.8m

2.6m

flush

on street to narrow carriageway

on street

deciduous trees between  

linear parking

open channel towards  

defensible space

n/a

column mounted luminaire to back of 

footway or building mounted lighting

defensible 

1.5m

located in footway or roadway

Side Street Design Issues

	
design speed:

carriageway: 

footway:

kerb upstand:

parking:

cycles:

planting:

drainage:

furniture:

lighting:

defensible 

space:

utilities:

5.2.2 Side Streets

Functions of Side Streets:

residential street

shared street 

infrequent, slow vehicular movement

visitor car parking

rain water collection at grade

private defensible space

access to podium courtyards

play (riding bike, hopscotch etc) on street possible

vehicle loading and unloading

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Example of side streets
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10mph

shared, min 4.8m wide space

shared

flush channel in the middle of the road

no parking, stopping possible

on street

deciduous trees, predominantly along 

east side of street

channel and gullies in the middle of 

the street

along elevated courtyards, along east 

side of street

integrated into street design,  along 

east side of street

column mounted luminaire, along east 

side of street

1.2m

located in shared roadway

Neighbourhood Street Design Issues

design speed:

carriageway: 

footway:

kerb upstand:

parking:

cycles:

planting:

drainage:

furniture:

play:

lighting:

defensible  

space:

utilities:

5.2.3 Neighbourhood Street

Functions of Neighbourhood Street:

residential street with informal play and recreation

shared surface

infrequent, slow vehicular movement

possible to stop vehicle to load and unload

play elements

seating

access to podium courtyards

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Examples of neighbourhood streets
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min 3.5m wide

seating terraces, 500mm deep, 

500mm high

allowed

deciduous trees in front of terraces on 

towpath level

3m

bollards

Tow Path Design Issues 

	towing path:

terraces: 

cycles:

planting:

terraces:

mooring:

5.2.4 Tow Path

Functions of Tow Path: 

active waterway 

mooring	

north south connection for pedestrians, cyclists and 

canal boats

resting

possible habitat in podium wall

•

•

•

•

•

Examples of Tow paths
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5.2.5 Watergates

Functions of Watergates

an event along the tow path

connecting the canal with the neighbourhood and 

Commerce Road

changing level with steps, ramp or terraces

terraces and steps are part of the new flood wall

water basins collect and attenuate rain water

collecting rain water from site and neighbourhood 

streets

different water elements: cascade, waterfall, spout

basins to include planting (reed etc)

terraces and steps providing south facing resting 

places

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
Examples of the watergates
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5.2.6 Canal Square

Functions of Canal Square

commercial hub

active frontage

infrequent, slow moving traffic

loading / unloading possible

bridge landing

steps towards tow path

lawn, possible swale

cafés, restaurants

many seating possibilities

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Examples of the watergates

Examples of the Canal Square
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5.2.7 Communal Courtyards

Functions of Communal Courtyards

private and communal spaces

green courtyard	

doorstep playable space in all courtyards

marking the access from and to site and 

neighbourhood streets

attenuating water in cellular roof top drainage system

at least one at grade footpath to all courtyards

several semi-private lifts to access all courtyards

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Examples of trh communal courtyards
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This report has been produced by URBED on behalf of ISIS 

Waterside Regeneration and the design team.

If you have any questions or require further information 

then please contact either:

Katie Sully 

ISIS Waterside Regeneration

Email: katie.sully@isis.gb.com

Christopher Breslin

ISIS Waterside Regeneration

Email: christopher.breslin@isis.gb.com


