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KEY CONSULTATIONVIEWS




The URBED Routemaster was outside Darlaston ASDA between 11am and 4pm on Saturday March 6th

INTRODUCTION

Following on from URBED’s baseline study and the first

and second round of public consultations in mid July and
October, respectively, a preferred option has been developed
for Darlaston identifying specific sites and projects for
regeneration.

A full day of public engagement took place on this preferred
option on Saturday 6th March 2010 to assess community
reaction to the projects, using the URBED Routemaster bus
and various activities including face-painting and a children’s
entertainer to raise awareness.

Publicity for the consultation day was assisted by posters/
flyers. These were placed in local shops, housing offices and
the library etc.

This short report sets out the aims and impacts of the
specific development projects and details the response of
those who took the time to give feedback.

The consultation was facilitated by members of URBED’s
consultant team, officers of the council, and Walsall Housing
Group. In total eight staff were on hand to listen to people’s
views and help explain the SRF options and process.

There was a good response on the day, with almost 30
questionnaires returned to date, and approximately three to
four times that number of people viewing the projects on the
exhibition boards, handouts and council website, where they
can still be found at:

www.walsall.gov.uk/index/regeneration/regeneration_places/
regeneration_transforming_walsall_district/regeneration_
darlaston.htm

Appreciation is due to all who took part for their thoughts and
enthusiasm. We would like to extend thanks to shopkeepers,
particularly the store manager at ASDA, who kindly arranged
parking space for the bus outside the supermarket entrance.




DARLASTON REGENERATION
FRAMEWORK PUBLIC
CONSULTATION on our Big Red Bus

Saturday 6th March 2010
11am - 4pm
ASDA Carpark
Darlaston

The Big Red Bus will be back in Darlaston on the 6th
of March to see you all. Please make sure you come
on board to see the preferred Option for Darlaston’s

Strategic Regeneration Framework (SRF).

Over the last few months URBED have been working
closely with the local community, Walsall Council and
Walsall Housing Group.

Following on from URBED'’s baseline study and the first
round of public consultations in mid July, three alternative
Options were developed for Darlaston’s Strategic
Regeneration Framework (SRF).

Consultation on the Options took place in October
2009 on the URBED routemaster bus where many of
you came on board to look at the three Development
Options. Based on responses and comments from the
last consultation URBED have drawn up a Preferred
Development Option.

We will be back in Darlaston to see you on the 6th March
where you can comment on the Preferred Option for the
regeneration of Darlaston. Please come on board when
you see the big red bus parked.

%, Walsall Council I“whg'

Posters and flyers advertising the event were circulated around the town.




RESULTS

Respondents expressed a clear support for the vision for Darlaston with an overwhelming 100% in full support. There was

also strong support for the designated areas of change with 58% strongly supporting the areas of change, 37% in support

and only 4% not supporting the areas of change. There was the strongest support for the proposals on King Street and the
Bull Stake, 60% strongly supporting and 36% supporting. The proposals at Wesleys Fold and the Forge were also strongly
supported, however the Leys proposals did meet some opposition with 20% not supporting the proposals. The following

charts illustrate the full breakdown of opions for the various proposals.

DO YOU SUPPORT THE VISION FOR DARLASTON

Strongly Support
Support

Do not Support
Non of the above

Did not answer

B Strongly Support
I Support

B Do not Support
B Mone of the above

18
10

(64.3%)
(35.7%)
(0%)
(4%)

There is full support for the visions for Darlaston, with all
respondants in favour of these visions.

Main comments were that people were glad to see
emphasis being placed on the town centre and wanted
to ensure that these improvements actually took place to
ensure that the town centre became a livelier place with

more shops and facilities for all generations.




DO YOU SUPPORT THE AREAS OF CHANGE

B Strongly Support
B Support
B Do not Support

I Mone of the above

Strongly Support 14 (58.3%)
Support 9 (87.5%)
Do not Support 1 (4.2%)
Non of the above 0

Did not answer 4

There is strong support for the areas of change with
95.8% of respondants supporting the sites and only
4.2% not supporting the areas of change.

Comments were in favour of the plans for the town
centre and sites for new shops. However concern

was placed on residential developments being built
on existing green space.

DO YOU SUPPORT THE ENVIRONMENTAL AND TRANSPORT PROPOSALS

9

BN Strongly Support
B Support

B Do not Support
I MNone of the above

Strongly Support 14 (53.8%)
Support 10 (38.5%)
Do not Support 2 (7.7%)
Non of the above 0

Did not answer 2

There is strong support for the environmental and transport
proposals, with 92.3% of respondants supporting the sites
and only 7.7% not supporting the areas of change.

Comments show that the introduction of a new train station/
mono rail is regarded very highly as a way of improving
accessibility in and around Darlaston.

There are mixed views about the proposal of opening up King
Street to buses and some conderns about building on existing
green spaces.




DO YOU SUPPORT THE KING STREET AND BULLSTAKE PROPOSALS

B Strongly S""

I Support
I Do not Support

B None of the above

DO YOU SUPPORT THE FORGE PROPOSALS

Strongly Support

Support

Do not Support
Non of the above

Did not answer

15 (60%)
9 (36%)
0 (0%)
1 (4%)
3

Questionnaire feedback revealed strong support for the
proposals along King Street and the Bullstake area. With
positive comments about encouraging new business to

the area to create more footfall for the town centre.

~

B Strongly Support
B Support

I Do not Support
I Mone of the above

Strongly Support
Support

Do not Support
Non of the above

Did not answer

8 (30.8%)
18 (69.2%)
0 (0%)

0 (4%)

2

There is strong support for the Forge Proposals with alll

respondants either ‘strongly supporting’ or ‘supporting’

proposals, 30% and 69.2% respectively.

There are positive comments regarding bringing evening

activity into the town and to create something for the younger

generations to do in the centre that will give the area some

more life.




DO YOU SUPPORT THE WESLEYS FOLD PROPOSALS

Strongly Support 8 (33.3%)
Support 16 (66.7%)
Do not Support

Non of the above 0

Did not answer 4

Questionnaire feedback revealed excellent support for these
proposals, with no one not in support of the proposals and
only 4 people not answering the question.

Comments were in favour of providing another budget retailer
and the improvements to the Pinfold Street shops. However
there was concern over the lack of attention paid to the

i Strongly Support graveyard site.
N Support

I Do not Support

B None of the above

DO YOU SUPPORT THE LEYS PROPOSALS

Strongly Support 7 (28%)
Support 13 (52%)
Do not Support 5 (20%)
Non of the above 0
Did not answer 3

Despite there being good support for the Leys proposals

this was the only project where people were also against the
proposals. Just under a quarter of those that responded were
against the proposals for the area. The main reasons for this
were that they felt there was too much emphasis on house
building on the existing green space.

B Strongly Support
B Support

I Do not Support
B Mone of the above
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PARTICIPANTS

Participants who filled in a questionnaire were asked to record some personal details for monitoring purposes. This breakdown
gives only a partial representation of attendees, as not everyone filled in a questionnaire, and some chose not to answer all
questions. Overall, there have been around 30 forms returned so far, estimated at around a quarter to a third of the total number
of people we spoke to on the day. There is a reasonable representation of age groups and gender amongst those who gave their
details, and a notable skew towards female respondents. It is interesting that while the vast majority lived in Darlaston, less than a
third of those answering work there. It may be they do no paid work (young people, retirees, homemakers, claimants etc.), or earn
a living outside the town.

GENDER

e Male
Male 10 (43.5%)
Female 13 (56.5%) S Female
Didn’t say 5
Of those who responded to this question, there was a
reasonably even split between men and women.
AGE
m Under 18
I Under 18 0
) 18-24 1 (4.5%)
o 35-44 25-34 4 (18.2%)
. 4554 35-44 7 (31.8%)
. 5564 45-54 5 (22.7%)
. 5 55-64 4 (18.2%)
65+ 1 (4.5%)
Didn’t say 6

Of those who gave details, the largest group were in the 35 to 44 age range, followed by 45-54 year olds. There were no
representatives from the under 18 catergory and only 1 person in the 18-24 group and the over 65 catergory.

ETHNICITY

White British 22 (95.7%)
Mixed white and 0

o White British black caribbean

B Mixed white and Asian

B Pakistani — Other mixed Pakistani 1 (4.3%)
m \white Irish BN Chinese Indian 0
S bite Other e Bangladeshi Sikh 0
- e F Other Other Asain 0
- L‘TEET K‘;}gﬁ:"ﬂ Black caibbean 0
Balck African 0
other black 0
Chinese 0
Other ethnic group 0
There was an overwhelming majority of those that answered this question identified Didn’t say 5

themselves as White British. With only 1 person identifying themselves from Pakistani
origin.
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LIVE IN DARLASTON B Yes
Mo

Yes 14 (63.6%)

No 8 (36.4%)

Didn’t say 6

The majority of those answering live in Darlaston.
The questionnaire was primarily aimed at residents,
so the breakdown does not necessarily align with the
catchment visiting the consultation venues at ASDA.

WORK IN DARLASTON

Yes 0
B Yes No 21 (100%)
B Mo Didn’t say 7

None of the respondents of this question work in
Darlaston despite a high proportion living in the town.
This represents the

Note that this question has a quarter of the total
questionnaire respondants who ‘didn’t say’.

HOUSING TENURE

Own home outright 5 (31.3%)
Own home with a loan or mortgage 10 (62.5%)
Rent home from a housing association 1 (6.3%)
Rent home from a private landlord 0

Didn’t say 12

The majority of the respondants own their home with a loan or a

mortgage, with a small percentage owning their home outright. | own my home outright
Only one person said they rented from a housing association and s | ¥ My home with
no body said they rented from a private landlord. However this @ morigage or loan
question has a high proportion of questionnaire respondants who [ hfﬁigﬁsﬁggg‘:
didn’t say’. | rent my home from

a private landlord
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Duriaston Public Consultation Quastionnaire

Do you support the wision for Darlaston?

Strongly Support | |

Support | |

Do not Supgpaort

Mone of the abowe

Response Response
Percent Count

B4.3%

5.7

0.0%

0.0%

Comments

answered guestion

skipped guestion

10

green aess . making the pogect mone of an sliemp] o bulld new howsing
e pond aress Nol enough erphasis an on preperstion o eve beilifies
o biing ndusiry afler the recession nian the aen.

Comments

1 Shops and Torem Cenire [War B, 2010 1043 AM
2 needds n be done n gl wovk in the area |Ih'ﬂ.1ll'll]'lll.ﬁﬂﬁﬂ
3 |subject i my commens below [Mar B, 2010 11:47 A
m bechnicsll support The propesal ecept o bba much except o oo moch Mar B HIO 12:11 P

emphasks an esdenial bulding. Think metn is The bes] way fomvnd . Nak

emnugh vsion an greerspare n Dadechon mane e of non gain
L] Tesd Mar 101, 2010 218 MM
i) support bul foo much emphesis on howuse building. Especially on orment Mar 15 2010 434 PM




Dwrinston Public Consultation Quastionnalre

Do you support the Areas of Change?

Response Response
Percent Count

Strongly Support | 58.3% 14
Support | 5% @
Do not suppert [ 4.2% 1
Neone of the abowe 0.0% 1]
Comments 4
answered guestion 24
skipped guestion 4
Comments
1 Town Cenire plan aril shops |lhr|1.2ll1l] 1043 AM
2 parialy support espevially hrem cenle proposals bt oo much emphass on |[Mar B M0 12:11 PM

resilertial building an curment greerspare. need mare youth leciles and
bring back cubhue hack o own.

a i shongly beliesap Hhe wierlcgarth irdushial polele be earmearked for kel Mar 101 2070 114 AN
hausing
Ei s ppart mpreneemes o ke cenbre but don't support e changes mmbang  (Mar 15, 2000434 PA

builching hinrsing on bems cumend reenscape areas and recealon gourals.
E:pu?ilyhppm'pdii!d'ﬁﬁp:iiumdmﬂirrizhnﬁuwnf




Derinston Public Consultation Quastionnaire

Do you support the environmental and transport proposals?

Response Response

Percent Count
Strongly Support | | a3 8% 14
Support | 30.5% 10
Do not suppert [ ] T.7% 2
Mone of the abowe 0.0% 1]
Comments L]
answerad guestion 26
skipped guesnion 2

Eght et wihich i el is The way saad ko deriecion. bl feel hal fom e
guys opnicn on s saying that the possibiiies of s being very bleslk i
fesd that el hnpes e being peneraled o by andd hiade the Bt of e hoose
builching parts of The plan which | presume mll b= the ooly meajor pals of e
plan e can pichahly guasries seeing.

Commemnts
1 |buses info own cerrire and shaps [Mar B, 2010 10:43 AM
2 i =ages o make King Shreel evadshie o boses and Bxis. The exisling Mar B, HIO 1147 A
pel eshians anly eccess i King Siredt is & great plus facks and should nal e
besh
3 moving people hark ivio Hhe ioen canie. memofiral = very mporbant Mar B HIO 12:11 P
Emvimmerialy fhink oo much emphass on bulldings on orment gresn space
= The sxmner we have 8 tam sysiem going hmugh the miack coundris Hhe Mar 111, 20410 11412 AN
belter
L] |mmmt|mtmﬁputphrsmeniilrhi'ﬁmhdindr_hui1dninn-ﬂ Mar 15, 2F0 434 PIA




Dwrinston Public Consultation Quastionnalre

Do you support the King Street and Bullstake proposals?
Response Response
Percent Count
Strongly Support | | &0.0% 13
Support | | 38.0% o
Do not support 0.0% 1]
Mone of the above [ 4.0% 1
iComments 3
answered guestion 25
skipped guestion 3
Comments
1 Shop= and Towm cenlre dewelop menis |lh'|1. M0 1033 A
2 suppart opl? with bridge and supemadkets in area arad bring moe cathae Mar B CHI1O 12:11 PA
bk i krn beller foaliall o foen cenie. open up Moe n e evenng
a ides of new buriget supemerist srel bipgesr shops o encoumpge new raders.  [Mar 15, 2000 434 P
aln by n bring & b of cubhee sl evening aclivilies back nio delecion




Derinston Public Consultation Quastionnalre

Do you support The Forge proposals?

Strongly Support [ ]

Support |

Do not support

Mone of the above

Response Response
Percent Count

0.8% 8

69.2% 18

0.0% 0

0.0% 0

iComments 3
answered guestion 25
skipped guestion 2

Comments
1 ppen up cubhee n iown cenie, Moe smeller shops, mure for younger in res |lh'ﬂ.2‘l]1ll 12:11 P
2 Bying in something for the young in Darlesion |ll-1ﬂ.2ﬂ1ﬂ11:ﬂ1m

more 1= of foswn . bt i fedl that lbek of hown hall v s dioe i usunl

3 padd ides ia hring 8 bl of e and evening aelivily inlo dedesion.  also Mar 15 200434 PM




Duriaston Public Consultation Quastionnalre

Do you suppport the The Leys proposals?

Response Response

Percent Count
Strongly Support ] Z8.0% 7
Support | 52.0% 13
Donotsuppert [ | 20.0% 5
Hone of the above 0.0% (1}
Comments 3
answered guestion 23
skipped guestion 3

mantc

1 | disagree with the pmposal o build more howses g5 | comsider The exisling Mar B, HI10 11:47 AM
greenery and open spares shoull] e preseryed . Alse paearis s childen
ol iwing news houses huilt in e schnal sheet | am sguinst Dardeacion koesing
any hrkhergresnery. In view of the imminent inss of & chank of George Hose
Perk. and no sliemalive sie being provieked for public wse

2 e much reselential buldngs an greerspace on anea which s mot bed 2= i = |[Mar B, 110 1211 PA
alsn ko== of salvakon sy and oy hall.
3 e pphesis on buikliing ousing on cumendly e koking eres of dadsshen (Mar 15, 2000 434 P

amd spoiding 1. aise halding on green areas which | iohlly dessages with.




Dwrinston Public Consultation Quastionnalre

Do you support the Wesleys Fold proposals?
Response Response
Percent Count
Strongly Support | 13.3% 8
Support | B6.7% 16
Do not support 0.0% 1]
Mone of the abowve 0.0% 1]
Comments 4
answered guestion 24
skipped guestion 4
Comments
1 i st thal you will sl provide 85 much pedeshian amd cycling mudes in the (Mar B, 110 1147 AM
final scheme of things.
2 sipprt the dea of srarhher bodpet relsder el mpowing pinfold sheet shops  (Mar B, 1110 12:11 P
n brryy Them back inin use get cullie back il bmm
3 |mteumwﬂﬂnmjﬂr|ﬂuﬁmﬂ.umﬂii Mar 100 2040 11101 Adl
L poedd ides in tely aren up Fxpeenlly with powision e anather budppet rielaier  (Mar 15, 2000 434 P
for e area. anly problem s That greses ared memonial are ignoresd by the
designer=_ again shaowing bek of looal wdedpe by wbed of the aeas
irmmbhwerd




Derinston Public Consultation Quastionnalre

Any other comments

Response
Count
13
answered guestion 13
skipped guestion 13

Response Text

1 Bl seems n be posiiee change We muld do with mone polis presyere and  |[Mar B, 110 1034 AM

v

¥ Ty i dessplan Dislechnn's ckill boce in ghmct hinb-dech peeeicnon e nessna [Mee BCHD 1037 AR
jodes

3 Mice that somenne s baothering Mar B M0 1038 AM

sl We mant shops and s it kv cembe and 8 communily cerios i the kmm (Mac B, A0 1033 A
cenire iself. Deviop he iIoun cenle.

L) ket pull Epeiher 1o get Dardeckn an The map agan not inpesd buld YWall<al Mar B HIMO 1058 AM
bram cenlne

;] L Amyhhing o mprowe the areawill be of greal edvmanieage to the foum. | fully Mar B, MO 11:2X1 A
suppart the vision being expesserl and hope i comes 0 fudaon soon.

T need ln mpronee iown and hing in e penple, mayte resiaurrs Mar B M0 1148 AM
poundiand or u incons

a3 L Amyhhing o mprowe the areawill be of greal edvmanieage to the foum. | fully Mar B HIO 1147 A
suppart the vision being expesserl and hope i comes 0 fludan soon.

B e much pmphass an The residenial, shiull emphesces e on rdoshial |[Mac B 110 12:11 P

area egan, o derlesion can benehkl the best from the erdd of The recesson .
pee=sibly o by beck cubhre e ares sa moe for younger in de arud bring
penple here gl mght MAIN PORNT TOO WUCH LOSS OF GREFNSPACE
Lerss of park big ke In dariesion amd gree msparce and momne s o come

i yes builld on ele hays. bul plense think sboul The bus in kwn cenle Mar 111 200 1101 AN

11 Youlth centres for chidren fmm Tyrs ueoads Le sheiehoand cemine, femnis Mar 14, 2040 11412 AN
s in parics, foolball piiches, Iow prices i e charpge Sp-E1 . which ndude
sirnks and snacie:, cheaper mies for mibes el e mearked edes
walvways kepl cear erd easy n smik by

12 Darleshon needs 8 kol of work for i o mpmove Mar 11 200 1110 AN

13 e much emphass apain on esrarial bulding which | fesd This s B cover for. |Mar 15, 20004 34 PM
mone enphasis should be o prevvide more mven ing acliviies arad culhee back
irin the aren with mpovements n shopping, public raespord, culhre sclivilies
aml geen spare impmesmnens which o me s being ignare] and ncessing
loss of Fvenmore greenspace n aes io residenial being poposed. alsn
more emphesis could be made o nprove imlwshial fec lies o povale us with
B goxal sefing when The recescEn recaies.




@urbed



