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WHERE WE WENT 



1

Regeneration 
in European Cities: making connections1

Beyond Eco-towns2

1 Regeneration in European Cities: Making Connections

2 Beyond Eco-towns:  Applying the Lessons from Europe

Space for 



2
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A short history of Dutch planning

Global slowdown local solutions: international comparisons uses a 



Investment in the public realm

report Learning from Dutch Cities: achieving 
sustainable urban growth3

Local autonomy 

3



are separate provinces (equivalent to our 

Social balance



Localis on Principles for Social Housing 
Reform

‘creating better mixed and better balanced 
neighbourhoods’ 

•

•

renting 

•

•

•

Community cohesion Differences in 

The Spirit Level



apartments 



Transport hubs 

Growth points 

Rapid transit

Station
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Easy cycling

Pedestrian priority 



Car parking 
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Flexible design

‘intelligent 

of skills within local authority planning teams, 
land costs recovered over time through leas-

-
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and security less of an obsession than in most 
UK cities.’  

Bold masterplans



Distinctive neighbourhoods A

Walkable streets
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Child friendly neighbourhoods 

Family oriented centres 

Social mix management



No stigmatisation 

Communal space 

Community events A sense of 



Energy saving 

Water 

Waste



Making Eco Towns Work: 
Developing Vathorst

VINEX housing programme 

Planning for smarter growth



Establishing a public private 
partnership 

Drawing up the masterplan 

Een Nieuw Stadsdeel In 
Amersfoort Vathorst

Financing the infrastructure

Building in stages 



Maintaining the public realm 

Building a community 
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LESSONS

1. Training and capacity building Interest 

possible to set up a collaborative manage

2. Public private partnerships 

3. Infrastructure funding 




